[Genetic role in hernia of the esophageal hiatus. Description of the disease in 2 brothers].
Two brothers born 15 years apart from normal healthy parents were affected by esophageal hiatus hernia diagnosed at 4 and 8 months respectively. We found 37 other families with more than one member affected by EHH reported in the literature. Since the anomaly often runs asymptomatic, familiarity is probably more frequent than generally thought. The type of inheritance is still uncertain, but a multifactorial etiology is the most likely explanation.